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AUTtrORIS INTf,,ODUCNON
Route 66 consists of a communiÿ of friends, fans and fanatics from

virtually every corner of the civiliz«l world. It spans eight states (lL, MO, KS, OK,
'lX, NM, AZ and CA) and over 2,000 milæ. Fueled by nostalgia and fiæd by

preærvation-minded folk, Route 66 is a magical cross æction of the nation; from

the massive s§scrapen o{ Chicago, over the green hills of the Ozarks, the grassy

plains, the awesome deserts and mountains, then down into the fascinating

mosaic of the Los Angeles basin. There's something for
everyone here - the embodiment oI freedom, the legendary

emblem of 20th century roadside America.

Born in I 926, US 66 was pieced together ftom an

existing network of promoted trails and unnamed roads,

most of which were omery dirt pâths at the time. Despite

the inexorable invasion ofthe interstates, at least 85 percent -
of old 66, in one guise or another, remairu to be easily

explorcd.

The road gained national attention in 1%6 with the Bobby Troup song
"Get Your Kicks on Route 66," â timeless tune that captured the heart of the

coun§, then was covered by hundreds of artists over the decades. Also

enhancing the road's populariÿ was the TV series of the 1960s, "Route 66,"

wherein'li d and Buzz traveled the country in a Corvette, seeking adventure
(in realiry atnost never on '66).

Change has always been a part of the Mother Road. The late 1920s and

1930s watched "Drt 66" rapidly hansform into a paved, all weather highway by
1938. Dirt mads gave way to narrcw twisÿ 2-laneq which in hrm were

straighten«l and widened, some becoming 4{ane superhighways beforc the

Interstate Highway System began taking over in the late 1950's. Much of old 66

hung on during the l%0s as the Interstate began to usurp the route's path across

the country, digging up old pavement and shanding towns with cruel bypasses.

Finally, 1984 brought the final bypass in Williams, AZ. The next year,

Route 66 was decertiûed. No longer an "official" US Hwy, authorities and

commentators expected the old road to fade into history like the Oregon Trail, the

Chisolm Trail and so many other once famous byways.

Wideÿ eulogized in the press, Route 66 began a zurprising comeback,

sparked by volunteers who formed state associations. Before long, positive books

and articlæ were published about '66, and people began haveling the old road,

hoping to find what was left of the glory days. Boola, videos, merchandise,

magazines and films all point to the continuing, Brass ioots resurgence. Route 66

marked about 59 years as a US Hwy, but almost 8 dæadæ as an American icon,

and it is still going shong.
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As you explore the Mother Road with the EZ66 GUIDE, take the time to

stop and visit with the people you'll encounter They are the Featest resourte the

highway has to offer, a treasure to be shared with the world.

TEE EZ66 GI'IDE IEILOSOTEY
I'm known in Route 66 cirrles for articlæ covering EVERY abandoned

and obliterated fragment and dead end of Route 66, in exacting detail. Fortunately,

the EZ66 GUIDE won't subiect you to that level of obsession. Instead, you'll find a

fun, EZ to follow tour that will take you down Route 66 with as few problems as

p<»sible in a friendly, informal fashion.

To make it EZ for you to follow and enjoy Route 66, the EZ66 Guide

includes DETAIL MAPS of most Route 66 towns (or tricky areas), along with
larger-area SECION MAI5.

The IOUR ROUTE given in the DIRECION BOXES (distilled lrom the

many versions of US 66) was selæted to route you on as much vintage qualiÿ 66

as possible without the bother of dead ends, dirt roads or very rough conditions.

As always, conditions may change due to road conshuctioù street changes, etc.

Be prepared to navigate around any such obstacles.

I have not gone into the history of most towrs and areas (for that, see the

books listed in the reference section). This is a guide to Route 66 as it is TODAY

(with the caveat that it is always changing).

HOIry TO FOLLOWTtrE EZ66MI'R
The book switchæ to a horizontal format for the actual TOLJR GUIDE

s€ction to better showcase the mostly

horizontal maps (the spiral binding makes

it EZ to flip thru the pages in your car).

Read the boxed WB (wætbound)

and EB (eastbound) directions to

follow the MAIN TOUR ROUTE. The WB

and EB directions are on the SAME page,

along with DETAIL MAIS where

needed. The route is divided by STATE,

and each state is broken up into SECTIONS. At the beginning of each state is an

IMRO page, and at the start of each æction is a SECTON MAP Each state has its

own page number sequence (ex: AZ Page-l thru AZ page-25).

WESTBOIJND drivers (those headed in the direction of the LA arca): read thru
the book as normal, following the drections in the WB direction boxes at the TOP

of each page. Flip BACK to refer to section maps.

EASTBOIJND driven (headed towards Chicago): begir at the BACK of the book
(or of the section you are haveling) following the EB direction boxes on the
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BOTTOM of each page. Follow the pagenumber cues (below the EB directions on

certain pages) to flip FORWARD to the SECTION MAIS and STATE INTRO (read

the latter FIRST when entering a new state).

In the directions and text, I also refer to the compass points (east, north,

etc,) when a specific direction of havel is indicated.

The informative TEXT for the towns and athactions on each page is

located in between the diæction boxes (separated so you don't have to wade thm
the text to find your next tum). This text is generally ananged from west to eæt,

rcading down. EB drivery læk thru each page's info text to see what is ahead,

noting that the lowest items will generally be encountered first (there is an

unavoidable WB bias, but I've hied to soften this whenever

possible).

Use the {rquent DETAIL MAIS to help naügate

thru towns and iunctiors and refer to the SECION MAIS
to get a picture of upcoming towru and turns. It's a goorJ

idea to read ahead a section or two for long-range

planning, highlighting items of intenrt. When following the

directiorrs, street signs will sometimes be absent. In that case,

refer to the detail maps (note: steet grids are shown only to

indicate the town area, use a local map to navigate off'66).
A good atlas is also handy to have.

In the dircctions, I have purposely avoided too much reference to mileage

points. You don't want to spend the whole trip with your head in a k»k (and

odometer calibrations vary). Mileage refercnces (or landmarls) are given in cases

where they are especially helpful.

On the section map, the mileage between main points is given in a box

at the bottom. In addition, interstate highway exit numbers correspond to nrileage

fiom the state [ine, so ifs EZ to figure your mileage to towns anywhere along the

route (except for CA, which is slowly phasing in exit numbers).

'tIISTORIC 66" SIGNS: Many of the eight states (and communities) have done a

nice iob of marking the old alignments with "Historic 66" signs. The problem is

that these signs tend to "disappear" (except for those painted on the road) and a

few mislead or lead to a section that is NOT a part of the EZ6 TOUR. Since you

can't count on having a "Historic 66" sign before every tum, use the signs when

they appear to reassure you, but follow the directions in you r FZfi GUIDE.

USINGTf,EMAPS
The BOLDEST lines mark the OFFICIAL TOUR ROUTE, as desc bed in

the direction boxes. The NEXT BOLDEST lines arc OPTIONS or SIDE TRII5.
Thinner linæ are NON-66 roads, while sections of interstates or some divided

roads that are NOT a part of the TOIJR are shown with thin parallel lines. The
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width of line does not indicate the width of road. In other words, a nanow 2-lane

sætion of Route 66 will appear BOLDER than a 4-lane NON-66 sheet.

The scale of the maps is exaggerated/modified to show detail. Some

mapa have been stretched or condensed to fit the page. ITre general rale of the

section map is mostly consistent rÿithin states (except wherc noted). The detail

map scales vary depending on the area that needed to be shown. You can tell by

the comparative size of roads and details. To fit the page efficiently, I have tilted

the North-South orientation slightly on many section maps (as noted on the

compas mse).

ABOUTTHE I'INECIIONS
You'll encounter the following terms in the direction boxes:

. BL lt BL 40, etc. equals: Business Loop. Theæ are loop from one exit to

another thru the business dishict of bypased towns, usually along 66, but not

always. So don't follow them blindly, use the EZ directions to know when to

deviate from the busines loops.
. HWY (shown on the meps æ circles or ovals): Used to indicate any designated

highway other than US highways or Interstates. Example: HWY 3. Those state

highways numbered "66" are referred to as MO 66, KS 66, OK 66 and CA 66.

r fCI: Junction or intersection.
. '"Y": AJCT stnped like a Y where two roads diverge.
. "T": A ICT like a T, where one mad ends at a crossroad.

o SLANT, VEER or ANGLE: Describe variations of tums that arc

not 90 degrees,
. BEAR LEFT or RIGHT: Usually at a 'Y" iunction.
. CLJRVE LEFT or RJGIIT: Uæd (or curved hansitions at comers.

o QUICK LEFT / RIGIIT or QUICK EXII: Means an "immediate"

turn.
o fOG LEFT or RJGIIT: Uæd in cases where the mute tums off one road, then

qückly turns again onto a parallel road (or similar quick change in dirætion).
. STAY AHEAD; Do not tum off the road you are haveling. Usually used at

junctions, intersectiong underpasses and exits.
o MERGE AHEAD: As above, but indicates you are joining another highway

number or sh€et name.

NOTE: No matter how EZ you try to make il some parts of Route 66 are

unavoidably complex (think St Louis, OKC or l-A). lf you get confused, stop and

look over the map,s and text again (skimming ahead to study a ciÿ beforehand

help a lot).

ABOUTIEITEXT:
r OPTIONS: You can have a great trip by sticking ONLY to the MAIN TOIJR, but
the EZ66 GUIDE also has plenÿ of alternate OPTIONAL ROUTES to explore.
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Theæ are detailed in the text or detail map, not the direclion boxes. [n some casæ

the OPTIONS are more interesting than the tour route, but werc handled

s€parately, due to complexiÿ Theæ OPIIONS are æpecially recommended in the

text. In a few cases, like in Oklahoma Ciÿ or the Santa Fe Loop, the Main Tour

Route breaks into TWO OPTONS. Read the text to choose which you prefer.
. SIDE TRIP: These either lead to cool places on sections of Old 66 or are non-66

local attractions. Generally, an OPTION can replace the MAIN TOUR, while a

SIDE TRIP is zuggæted as "in addition to."
. DIRT 66 OPIONS: Early 66 was mostly dirt mad
(some paved sections have devolved to dirt). I have

selected some of those prime 'Dirt 66" sections as

options (iI you don't mind a rcck chip or two) .

AVOID these rcads when they are muddy (or if rain
threatens). Drive slowly and watch for oncomrng
vehicles (dust and Sravel) and be careful of soft

shoulden or ruts. DON'T drive into standing or
running water!
. NON-RECOMMENDED SECTIONS: Some abandoned

or extremeÿ ROUGH (huge potholes, washouts, cross-ditches, broken pavement,

etc)sections ofold 66 are presented in the text or on thc ma;» (as dashed tinæ)
pureÿ for historic information. Theæ are NOT part of the EZ TOUR. If you decide
to drive any of thæe mugh sections, do so AT YOU OWN RISK, DO NOT
TRESPASS.

ÂLMÏ§ SPOruGEIING TTJN STTTF
o GLANT ALERTS: Old 66 is full of larger than life p«rple, animals and things
(ignore inflated purple gorillas) such as lllinois' famous Muffler Men triplets.
. PHOTO OP: An especially cool or touristy thing to photograph or pose by.

Historic 66 signs, state line markers and "Dip in Road" signs are all photo opl
. GtrT SHOP ALEKIS: Gift shops are everywherc, of couse. But these highlight
gift shops that have really cool stuff, or that are especially dæerving of busines,
such as museums. Try to buy from the small guy when possible. You may wish
to ship your new-bought treasures home at intervals, to save rooml
. FOLK ART ATERTS: Interesting roadside assemblagæ or sculptures.
. SCAVENGER HLJNTS: To encourage taking your time while driving old 66, try
to find the answers to thæe questions. I hied to pick things that have some

permanence (like the plaques on old bridges). The answers will be found on the

Federation's web site utww.naüonalîûory (for FUN only, fol}s!). CAUTION: you
may have to pull off ard walk on the madside to find some answers, so please

BECAREFT,JL!
. MUSELIMS AND ÂTTRACTIONS: Fm, interesting or historic places in towns
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along the rcad. Hou$ vary with season, holidays, etc. (and space was often

Iimited in the text) so I have included phone numbers or web sitæ of mo6t of the

listed museums or athactions. Call ahead to dreck on hours of operation and

price of admision, if any (some are open during the week, others only one day a

week or by appt). There are mâny morc museums along '66 than I could include,

and you won't be able to see them all. Do try some of the small town history

museumt for the flavor of America, but make sure to visit ALL the museums

dedicated to Route 66!

. CAR GAMES: To encourage your kids to get their heads out of the video gamæ,

scattered thru the book are simple little games requiring observation of features

along 66 (don't blame ME for arguments over who won!). Feel fæe to make up

your own rules. Encourage your kids to make a hip scrapbook with
photos (let them take some), business catds, postcards, flyers, drawings, notes, and

leaves. Perhaps they could "intervieu/' some of the living legends of'66.
. SPOT OLD 66: I do point out many sections of abandoned road, but keep your

eyes open for more. Lines of old poles or fences, old bridges, swaths of different

soil or vegetation, mws of trces, old fences and roads running shaight fmm

curvæ all can be clues to an old alignment of 66. If you want to explore every bit of

old 66, chæk out the fine books in the resourres section.
. ROUTE 66 ETIQIIETTE: PLEASE rcspect the road and its treasures. Take only
photographs, leave only tire hacks. There

are plenÿ of souvenirs to be bought

along the route, so please leave those

tempting signs along the way for
others to s€e. Don't hash the routg
and the ONLY place you should leave

your name is in guest books, or on the

unofficial "Public Art Conidor'' between Essex and Amboy, CA.

Business owners along the route are deüghted to have you stop by, and

most are friendly and happy to chat. Many have sunk much love and money into
their comer of Route 66, so whenever possible, please PATRONZE those

businesses that are preserving the history of the Mother Road. By the way, it is a

gorxJ idea to ask fint before taking very many photos at an active business. It is

polite, and most owners are happy to let you snap away (and you might make a

new friend!).

. CAUTIONS: Your author and publisher have rnade a conscientious effort to

produce an accurate guidg but we cannot be held responsible for any accidents,

casualties or incidents resulting while using this book. Don't read this guide while
driving. Appoint a navigator, or pull over and read ahead. Obey the speed limit
(especially in small towns and school zones). laws and streets change, so i{ a

TEXT 7
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haffic sign is in opposition to the directions in this guide, OBEY the SIGN!

This guide is as accurate as possible at the date of publication. Conditions

along 66 are in constant flux. Road conditions may change for the worse. Roads

may close or be widened, streets may change name or become

One-Way, and businæses may close or change management.

Look for specific cautions and advisories in the text.

. IJRBAN AREAS: Avoid driving in questionable areas after

dark. If a neighborhood gives you a bad feeling, drive on to

the next area. Use the freeways as needed to bypass ciÿ
traffic or neighborhoods. Tune to local radio for traffic

bulletins. Hide cameras and other valuables from sight in
your vehicle, and dorft leave valuables in motel rooms.

If a motel's neighborhood bothers you (bars, X-rated

book stores, hansients), move on.
. DESERTS AND MOUNTAINS: Carry some bottlerl watcr and a ccll phone
(AAA or other such membership is helpful). Stay with your car if it breaks down.

Slow down on steep gradæ, and uæ a lower gear dor+nhill to uve on brake6.

Don't crowd the ænterline on blind curvæ. Avoid driving thru nrnning water in
fl ash Ilood-prone areas.

. ADVISORJES: Some sections of '66 are a bit rough (especially those with asphalt

patches). I note many of them in the text (muscle car ownen take note).

o RV ALERTS: My experience with RV's is linited to VW Camçren, but I have

noted in the text some arcas on '66 that may prove prcblematic to big RVs. Much of
OId 66 is nanow, so use care.

DON'T let all of the above scare you off Route 66. Its iust mmmon s€nse.

If,IP Pf,EP

Ifs YOUR trip, so plan it th€ way you want. Some like to plan

everything in advance, some iust take of{ and hope for the best with very little
forethought. I recommend taking the middle road. Allow for sercndipiÿ but put
together a plan to visit the things you want to enjoy (phone numbers or websites

arc prcvided for most attractions along the way, please call ahead for hours of
operation and fees). Make your motel reservaüons well in advance, or call ahead

fmm the road a day or two ahead (or even that afternmn if you feel luc§!). lf s

up to you.

EOIry LONG WILL ITTAI(E?
Two wee§ one way, is rushing it if you want to see very much of what

66 has to offer A good idea, if time is short, is to Pick a section to explore, then hit

another area next time (you WILL be back!). Or, use the guide to plan ahead, and

skip and choose what s€ctions you drive (expect your wcll-made plans to be

changed by unexpected enioyment).
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wu[Nr0ïnav[t66
The haditional havel season is April/ May thru September (give or take).

Too earÿ in the spring risks ice and snow (especially in higher elevations). Spring

is also prime time for thunderstorms (keep an ear out for local weather reports).

The snow-threat resumes in late fall. Usually the main roads clear quickly, but you

may have to wait out a heavy snowfall. Summer is vacation time, but expect heat

(and humidiÿ in the east). Winter is the off-season. There's less tourists, but many

museums and busines have limited (or no) winter hours. You're driving a great

distance across a continent, from a northerly region of the Midwest down into the

desert southwest, so conditions may range fmm one extreme to another Higher

elevations bring cooler weather (even in summer).

FOOI'ANI' rcDGING
While this is not primarily a guide to dining and lodginp (l recommend

the Federation's Rotite 66 Dining û Lodging Guide), I have indicated some places to

eat or sle€p in towns that arc noteworthy

These may be famous road icons or

places that I have enjoyed. Since one

person cannot stop at every place, I also

mention some that trusÿ sources have 
.1

rpcommended. None of this conshtutes

an endorsement. I haven't been paid by

Now that you've prepared for your rlrearn hip along Route 66, what ere you
waitlng for? Ihe roed starts on thc next pegcl

TË,XT 9

anyone, and omission does not næesarily

mean disapproval. Some sections of Route 66

have a wealth of suitable vintage mote§ others none. A few have gotten mixed

reviews, so in those cases, I do not indude a phone, and suggest that you check

them out in person. Other motels I mention for their nice signs or history with no

recommendations one way or the other When in doubt, ask nicely to check out

the room FIRST (a proud owner won't refuse). If you must stay at a chain, I've

found Super 8 Motels to be quite inexpensive and good, as well as the newer,

}story Motel 6 properties (like the fine one in Springfield, IL). If you would like to

step up a few notches, consider Hampton Inns. They have contibuted to the

prcservation of the route.
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